RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
Foreign Secretary. He -denies that he had any desire
to supersede Anthony Eden. Indeed it is likely that
he shrank from the task. But there was really nobody
else. Winston Churchill analysed all the other possible
aspirants in a speech of memorable satire. Of Sir
Samuel Hoare he said, "Once bitten twice shy."
The schoolboy outlook persists with the politician
who is always unconsciously assimilating fresh impres-
sions. The politician has learned the need for a certain
minimum of toleration, so his cruelty is less gross and
less persistent than that of the adolescent. But he
rejoices in inventing sobriquets and impieties for
men of special eminence. Not all of them are very
flattering or very good-natured.
But with Lord Halifax any such enterprise is hope-
less. He cannot be accused of a shred of priggislmess
or of a vestige of hypocrisy. Anything he said would
be felt: most of the things he feels he finds himself
able to say. Nor has he any tricks, foibles or man-
nerisms to encourage more or less friendly carica-
ture. So contemporary critics retreat before a charac-
ter and a personality that are impregnable.
Thirty years hence, some literary descendant of
Lytton Strachey may take it upon himself, by fresh
flights of imagination and scraps of doubtful history,
to blacken our more virtuous contemporaries for the
entertainment of an inquisitive posterity. He will
need to work hard to persuade any mud to stick on
Lord Halifax: nothing is known against the prisoner.
He has an impressive academic background. After
Eton and Christ Church he became a Fellow of All
Souls, the society which likes to pride itself on an
intellectual dominance of the realm. Oxford has kept
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